Less Is More: Regulating the Weaponisation of Disease under the National Health Security Act 2007 (Cth).
This article evaluates whether the National Health Security Act 2007 Cth can effectively accommodate public health and national security policy objectives under one Act to meet the biosecurity challenges of the 21st century. The formation of the Act, its substantive parts, and its subsequent amendments are described before the Act is assessed under the Rule of Law analysis proposed by Professor David Fidler and Professor Lawrence Gostin. This article finds that whereas the public health objective of the Act was to simplify the reporting process surrounding public health incidents under the International Health Regulations, the amendments made to the Act in response to national security needs have had the contrary effect of complicating public health reporting with marginal gains for national security. This article concludes that the concurrent pursuit of national security policy and public health policy is fraught with difficulty and suggests that the Act should be reviewed.